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Tioga seeks input on legislative map

Public hearing planned today

Written by Debbie Swartz dswartz@gannett.com

May 9, 2011   

OWEGO -- Tioga County residents will get a chance at 10 a.m. Tuesday to voice their thoughts on legislative reapportionment in Tioga County.

The Tioga County Legislature will hold a public hearing at the County Office Building on a proposed law to alter legislative districts after 2010 U.S. Census data showed population shifts in towns.

For instance, the Town of Spencer grew by 174, or 5.84 percent, while Owego's population decreased by 482, or 2.37 percent.

Populations also increased in the towns of Berkshire, Richford and Tioga, while the numbers decreased in Barton, Candor, Newark Valley and Nichols.

All county legislative seats will be up for election in November.

Currently, districts 1, 2 and 3 represent areas of Owego; District 4 includes part of Owego, as well as Nichols and Tioga; District 5 represents Barton; District 6 represents part of Barton and Spencer; and District 7 includes Berkshire, Candor, Newark Valley and Richford.

Each district has one legislator, except for districts 4 and 7, which each have two.

Deviations between the populations of each district should be below 10 percent, but changes in 2010 U.S. Census numbers showed a deviation of 14.5 percent between District 6 and District 3, Tioga County Attorney Judy Quigley said. That means the district boundaries needed to be altered to keep populations more equal and to try and maintain town boundary lines.

"In order to accomplish that, because they were on two different side of the county ... we had to add a portion of District 6 into District 5," Quigley said.

District 3 was increased by adding a small portion of District 4 to it, and a small portion of District 2 was added to District 1, she said. The district reapportionment would mean District 6, which now has 6,177 people, would go to a population of 6,003, while District 3, which has 5,352 people, would increase to 5,439 residents.

"Overall, most of the changes were a couple of hundred people," Quigley said.
By the numbers

The following are 2010 U.S. Census population counts for the nine towns in Tioga County.

Town 2000 2010 Percent change

Barton 9,066 8,858 -2.29

Berkshire 1,366 1,412 3.37

Candor 5,317 5,305 -0.23

Newark Valley 4,097 3,946 -3.69

Nichols 2,584 2,525 -2.28

Owego 20,365 19,883 -2.37

Richford 1,170 1,172 0.17

Spencer 2,979 3,153 5.84

Tioga 4,840 4,871 0.64
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